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SHORT ANSWER
(30 points total)


1 – If two people jointly create a computer software program, and person A was born in 1972 and died in 2012 and person B was born in 1977 and died in 2020, and the copyright registration on the program was obtained in 2004, in what year would the copyright terminate so that the public domain was freed to use the program?

2 – At what time do you have a copyright in a computer software program?


3 – At the Copyright Office, what forms might you use to register a copyright in a computer software program?
4 – At the Copyright Office, what forms might you use to register a copyright in a digital audio MP3 music recording file?

5 – Can a work that contains only facts obtain copyright protection?

6 – Can you copyright your name?  Explain.
7 – According to the courts, what section of the Copyright Act would you violate by uploading a Led Zeppelin MP3 file without authorization from the copyright owner?
8 – According to the courts, what section of the Copyright Act would you violate by downloading a Soundgarden MP3 file without authorization from the copyright owner?

9 – Under the Copyright Act, is it lawful to resell a book that you have purchased?  Explain.

10 – What does it mean to obtain a preliminary injunction?

11 – What necessary step must you take prior to filing a cause of action for copyright infringement of a computer software program?
12 – Can the effective date of an agreement between two parties be before the date that the agreement was signed by both parties?  Explain.

13 – If you purchased a web site from a web developer, why would you want to have provisions that required the developer to perform maintenance and upgrades?

14 – What is the name of the provision may extend the deadlines under a contract in case of natural catastrophe?
15 – What is the difference between sections 1201 and 1202 of the DMCA?

ESSAY QUESTION #1 – 20 points
Part A (5 points) - Can making a single copy of a copyrighted work be considered infringement?  Explain.

Part B (5 points) - If your employment agreement for the company for which you work does not address intellectual property issues, and you create a work outside the scope of your employment, who owns the work and why?

Part C (5 points) – How do you become eligible for obtain statutory damages if someone violates one your exclusive rights in a copyrighted work?  (Hint: Look at the Copyright Act.)
Part D (5 points) – When does the purchaser of a web site loose the most power in negotiations over the terms of a web site development agreement?

ESSAY QUESTION #2 – 20 points
You are a graduate student working for University X that works as a paid Research Assistant for the Computer Science department in the field of encryption.  While working your project at the computer lab at 2 a.m. one night after 5 cans of Mountain Dew, you devise a new compression technique for reducing file size during storage and transmission.  You make a few pages of notes and return to your home.  Over the weekend, you work at your on campus office to develop the software.

You provide a copy of the compression software to your friend at Microsoft; he/she goes bananas and provides a copy to his/her boss.  His boss wants to buy all rights to the compression software.  Who owns the compression software and why?  Analyze the issues relating to the ownership of the compression software.

ESSAY QUESTION #3 -10 points
If a client obtains web site development services from a web developer and there is no written agreement between the two parties, what rights does the client have in the web site (7 points)?  How can the client obtain any rights that the developer may have in the web site (3 points)?
ESSAY QUESTION #4 – 20 points
Student Future Millionaire has setup on the servers of University X a peer-to-peer network named FOUND44.  Approximately 20% of all traffic over FOUND44 is copyrighted musical files.  
Part A (5 points) – Can the students who swap music files over FOUND44 be found liable for copyright infringement?  Explain.

Part B (5 points) – Can University X be liable for copyright infringement because of the students swapping music files?  Explain.

Part C (10 points) – What actions can Future Millionaire take to limit his potential liability for copyright infringement because of the students swapping music files?

BONUS QUESTIONS
5 points – If you do not have a registered agent under the DMCA, what safe harbors would you not be able to use?

5 points – Under current case law, if the courts find that a software program violates the DMCA, the company still claim fair use?
