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Instructions:

Every question is worth 5 points for a total of 100 points.  Use as much space as needed to complete your answers.  However, your answers should be a few words, a single sentence, or a short paragraph.  
Questions:

1.
You are at home watching television with your significant other and see a commercial for a new meat cooking apparatus sold by company BEEFIT.  The commercial indicates that the apparatus is the first of its kind and is patented.  You remember that your Mom had been using a nearly identical contraption at your house when you were younger.   You call your Mom and she says that your father made the apparatus more than twenty years ago, but they never did anything with it except for use it around the house.  Can you invalidate BEEFIT’s patent with the cooking apparatus?  Explain.
2. Why did Congress pass the First Inventor Defense Act?
3. Who declares a patent interference and when can they declare it?

4.
How might you establish conception and reduction to practice in a court proceeding?  Explain.


5.
What are the key differences between countries that are “first to file” as opposed to “first to invent”?  What type of country is the United States?


6.
What does it mean for the disclosure of a patent application to be enabling?

7.
What type of questions does a patent attorney need to ask an inventor to determine the best mode of his/her invention?  Provide specific examples.

8.
Your boss tells you that he just obtained a patent on his new improved triggering mechanism for a shoot gun.  He tells you that now he is going to manufacture the mechanism and sell it directly to gun manufacturers.  Draft an informal e-mail to your boss explaining why his manufacture and sale of the mechanism might infringe the claims of another’s patent.

9.
When you are drafting a patent application, why would you want to include claims of varying scope (i.e., broad and narrow claims)?

10.
Can a patent infringe another patent?  Explain.

11.
Aside from section 102, what else can constitute prior art under section 103?

12.
Under what circumstances does a patent examiner issue an office action?  Explain.

13.
Co-worker F. Art Freely at your office hears that you are preparing to file a patent application on a new gaseous treatment for plants that was conceived by Ima T. Hugger.  Art tells you that he should be named as an inventor because he verified the theoretical model for the treatment as well as helped to test it.  Should Art be a co-inventor?  Explain.

14.
After obtaining issuance of a patent for your client on a new deep water scuba suit, you feel pretty good a take vacation to Florida.  While in Florida, you visit a scuba store and see an old scuba book.  You glance through the book and are shocked to learn that one of the points of novelty as claimed in the recently issued patent was not novel.  Must you disclose this reference to the patent office under your Duty of Candor?  Explain.

15.
When might a patent be reexamined? 

16 & 17.
Your boss is preparing to file a patent application in the United States and would also like in several to be determine foreign countries.  

16.
When is the earliest that your boss can foreign file the patent application?  When is the latest?

17.
Explain to your boss the procedure under which she can delay picking which foreign countries in which she wishes to file.


18.
Describe the affect of the Paris Convention on US applicants first filing patent application in the United States.

19.
What is the relationship between the claims and the specification in a patent application?


20.
How can you overcome a double patenting rejection?

BONUS QUESTIONS:
___/2
1 – What did you think about working with partners?  Please e-mail this answer privately to me at rlc@greensfelder.com in case you want to bad talk your partner (
___/2
2 – What did you think of this test?  Too easy?  Too hard?  How long did it take for you to complete it?

___/2
 3 – E-mail the completed test as per the instructions on the class website.
