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1923 where his father and mother owned a smaII

ranch He grew up riding horse, and continued the
balance of his life.

e At the age of 10 he became aware of geology by his
cousin Eugene Reed, former State Geologist of

Nebraska, and Chairman of the geology department at
the University of Nebraska.



5s 2 All-City
¥ds—Jeff Wins

» Hewas a standout runner at Van Nuys High
School. This shows him winning the all-city 880
yard relay at the Los Angeles Coliseum in 1941.

® He also witnessed the devastating effects of the
March 1938 floods along the Los Angeles River.
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% He graduated from high school 6 months before the attack
“on Pearl Harbor.
- & He received a track scholarship to USC in the fall of 1941

and decided to major in petroleum engineering. He dropped
out of college in 1943 and joined the Army.

sThese views show him at home with his mother and father,
when he was a corporal.




. Durmg the war Jim'’s older brother Jack received an officer’s
commission as a bombardier on B-24 bombers. Jim drop é)ed out
of USC in 1943 and enlisted in the Army, and by 1945 ha
recelved his commission as an infantry officer; aSS|gned to
I: ysical education training because his officer application had

isted “P.E.” (for petroleum engineering) as his major field of

study!
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e :the war J|m re- enrolled at USC with support from the
‘ ‘Bill. He changed his major to geology after taking a
course from Professor Duncan McNaughton.

~ ® A Canadian by birth, McNaughton had won the gold medal
In the high jump at the 1932 Olympics in Los Angeles.
Afterwards, he accepted an athletic scholarship to USC,
where he earned BS and Ph.D degrees in geology and
joined the faculty. As a member of the USC track team, Jim
formed an instant bond with McNaughton.
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"—Burlng his summers at SC he worked for the USGS

- and state Department of Water Resources. This
shows Jim (left front) on a geology field trip in the
Mojave Desert with his mentor, Prof. Duncan
McNaughton, in 1947.




e In 1947 Jim married Nancy Samuel and “slowed down a
bit.” Nancy worked to help support them while he
completed his studies. They were blessed with two
children in the early 1950s, Bonnie and Thom.



¢ Jim tried to resurrected his running career when he
returned to USC after the war, as shown at left. After

switching major to geology he received his AB degree in
1949, followed by an MS in 1950.
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1or 1y after receiving his master’s from USC in 1950,

— he accepted a teaching position at Los Angeles Valley

- College, where he chaired their Earth Science
Department until 1965.

‘¢ During this period he also worked part time for Gulf Oil,
which figured prominently in his Ph.D. dissertation at
USC on the Repetto Basin, which he completed in 1958.

¢ Like Ronald Reagan, he loved riding his horses in the
hills, shown here on his favorite mount, dingbat.
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| Ofty Cuollege, took the 100 in 101,

4-A =0 NEWS

Thursday, May 28, 1953

California State Track Crown to Valley;

Anderson, Leach, Lafieity

Py TOM REILLY
A four-year-old won the

|vault, whils sacond plase -Saata
H Socaptan, o

- 3, took  thel
big race at Visalin last Sat-i1e, 4 goot 30 teal pointh:
urday. 3 ML San Antenio ended 1o the

The four-year-old was Val-|tourth position, and lsst year's

onns, Los Angéles Clity
with East Lo An-:
plarwe, |

Claremce Anderson, Laavh
vod 10d Lafferty vidui)
tithes 10 add grestly to the Onpl

ley College and the big race
was the California State C
Junior College track and field
championghips. 1t marked
the frst sate tithe for the young
Moparchs end put the proper
tinishing touches to & succossful -
seeson for Coach Jim Sicson,
The Green and Guoid, taking) 8
three Indlvidusl crawns beslde
the tenm honors, finished &
svening with s total of 53 points,|
17 of them coming in the pol=

ok

Mason Heuner, Santa Moniea
City College's shot put record
hodder, once azaln broke the na-
tionsl Junlor collegs shot stand.
ard of 51 1, 4% In ax he hurfed
the i owelght 3 £ TW In
Henner alio broke hia own mark |
Of 53 1. 6% In, which he had
ronched twice this year,

Diher new mest marks that
went Into the books include Comp-

JIM SLOSSON
ton's mile reluy mark of 3:21.7; a ... Guides VU to State Title

new 120 high hurdles mark of
14.0 sot by Mulr's Clarunce Jamaes,
and & new broad jump standard
of 23 ft, BN g, resched by San
Mnteo's Bud Bortolin

Times in the 100 and 220 were
on the slow side malnly dus to -
a8 cold 10 mph, wind, The Met-
ropolitan Conferenve’s 220 ¢ham.
plom. Al Nunex of y toak
the eighth of & mife in 222 whils
& Northern Califorais jayese goik-
et, ol Parish of San Fmancleo

Take Firsts

Monzrck tabulation Anderson
the 440 fioals In 488 after
A pew meet record In the
prolin ries the night belfore
with = 7 finlsh, which also st
a ney Valley mark, breaking his
awn sandasd of 4500 set In the
Sauthern Cal finals & week be
Anderson ended the Junlor
eollege seosan undefested in the
40

Leach reached his pesk of the
wom 08 bhe took the xiale mile
wi In 274 and finished see-

mon
sstting

ore

% ond in the two milo for more vale

unble Vialloy points,

annoxk the state pole vauit
championship, He fell sbort of
iis ewn individual mark of 13 fL
4 in, which fg also the VC mark,
and falled to ot A now state meet
: o when bhe mised clearing

to

13-2. 8§ in three times
I3l MeCormick finiahed ffth

\n the 100 for the Monarchs sad
turned In a 40.7 44 leg In the mile
relay. The Vnlley relsy crew fin.
jshed third In thot event behind
Compton snd AL, San Antondo,

¢ Anderson ran & 49.2- kg [or Sios-

s’y folny toam,

Besides Lafferty in tha pole
vaull, Ralph Avalon clonred 13 1,
pnd tled for second, and Geéne
Blurdyvin went over 12 i, 8 in,
to e for fifth,

Bill Taylor finlshed second in
the mate 550 for the second year

s in' & row, when Me Sac’s Dave

Carper, who bent him by two
yards in the Scuthern Cal meet,
sndin nosed him out while setting
& pew stale record, Casper, who
ran & 1;545 at the So. Cal finals,
finlahed tn 1580 and Taylor wes
clocked in 1:56.6. Both men went
untder the ol mari of 1157.2,

¢ Jim coached track at
USC and Valley
College throughout
the 1950s, until 1962

¢ This clipping records
describes his leading
Valley College to the
state championship
In 1953, a few weeks
after his 30th
birthday.



- triggering lawsuits.

® This shows the Portuguese Bend Landslide which S
reactivated in 1956, drawing Los Angeles County /"

into costly litigation.



O °The 1958 Via de Las Olas Landslide in Pacific
- Palisades closed Pacific Coast Highway and drew the
City of Los Angeles into costly litigation.

e The City hired a prestigious Manhattan geotechnical
firm to make a comprehensive 2-year study, which
included mapping slides along 15 miles of coastline



fitihg focus to

-

=engineering geology SSRGS

® Shortly after completing his doctorate in 1958, Slosson
began a 50 year career in engineering geology, forming
James E. Slosson & Associates, and consulting on a
expanding array of projects: input for excavation and
grading of potentially unstable slopes, seismic risk
assessments, landslides, flood and debris flow hazards,
and peer review for public agencies.
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"Tn those days geo disasters were occurring with
Increasing frequency. This shows a massive
slide on Rockbluff Drive in Rolling Hills that
began moving In the spring of 1960.



. ° Between 1946-61

one ofev@]-se
homes'built 1n the

United States was
inithe City'oflLos =
Angeles, and one In
every four in Los
Angeles County.

Jim said they were
designed with a
“quick, hot and
dry” mentality,
with little
consideration of
drainage or
geologic setting.
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: s‘ ab|I|ty to communicate geologic concepts and his zeal

-

to see science and technology applied to development
- problems naturally attracted reporters.

s He soon emerged as one of the principal spokesmen for
engineering geology in the Los Angeles area.

e In 1961, was asked to sit on the City of Los Angeles
Engineering Geologists Qualifications Board and the Hillside
Planning Committee of the Department of Building & Safety.
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® In February 1962 Los Angeles was struck by a series of
destructive storms, and the stage was set for revising
the City’s original grading code, which had been the
nation’s first grading ordinance when adopted in 1952.
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It was at this juncture in his life,

—
@ -

_ at age 42, that
Jim Slosson began to exert himself in the
political arena, when he accepted prominent
roles in crafting the post-1962 "modern grading
code,” and advocating statutory requirements

for engineering geologic input in the grading
permit process.



® These triumphs
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LANDSLIDES

ATTENDANT
PROBLEMS

AM YosTY

A REPORT
L]
THE MAYOR

of
THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

b

THE MAYOR'S
AD HOC LAMDSLIDE COMMITTIE
MARCH I8 1967

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE- TR0 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 100

Introduced by Assomblymnn Warren

Jannary 7, 1970

HELD AT MESK

An wet (o odd Section 21017 10 the Government
Code, relating (0 stole agoncirs

Thu people of the State of Coliformia do enmaot e follows:

Szonex 1. Section 13017 Is added te the Guvernment
Cade, to read:

11017, Netwithstanding nuy other provision of lew, every
state board or agency which by statute has ane public member
ahall have two sueh membern, The seeund publie member shall
be appointod by the sane appointing power as the flret publio
member, 10 serve om the seme terins and conditions ss the first
public member

L R R o

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AD 100, s lntreduesd, Werron (HLAD, ), Stale sguncies

Adds See. 11017, Gow.C

Adds ene pablie wember to oaeh stato beard or agemoy ourrestly
baving ane publie member, to be nppeinted hy the same appointing
power, and to serve om the same terms and eonditions, as the existing
publie messber

Vote—Majority | Appropriation—No | Sen. Fin—Yes; W, & M —Yes

AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 12 1070
SENATE BILL No. 19

Introdseed by Bunstor Nejedly

January 12, 1070

BEFEUSED TO COMMITYREE ON LOOAL SOVERNMENT

[ ——

Asn get to wmend Sections 10920 umd 11037 of ths Buriness
ond Peofansions Code, end 1o add Sechions A0 and A8 o
the Pubbic Resourves Coda, reloting to subdirisions

The people of the Brate of Colifornio du smart o follows

Seoriox 1. Bestion 11010 of the Dusiness and Profosson
Codie i numendoed te read

1010, Prior to the time when subdivided lands sre 1 be
ollered for sade or lusse, the swner, Sin apeut or subdividur
shall notify the cessmbsduner bu writing of his lntention ts sell
wr lesar sach offering.

LR X T

LEGINLATIVE COUNSEL'S DiGNNT

BE 19, as amended, Negndly (LGov.). Subdivissoms

Asendn Ses, 11010, 11018, B & 1.0, odds Scon 652, 082, PRO

Hoguires, prioe %o wpecified time, the owner, or kis agent or sab-
divider, to fle with the Division of Mines and Geology of the Depart.
ment of Commrvation an serinl photagraph showing the leestim sml
boundaries of the proposed subdivision, which photogroph shell be
of & wiee and type spueified by the Stato Geologint

Tosguizem Bvinlon 10 made an sesipid on 1A aile maprotinn of wash
subilivison, within ) days ufter roociving photograph, and to swus
& written peport, sl aend sted report o wpecifind peesona, if it Sods
spreial grologie conditions that might makn the property in the subdi.
viskon not sudable for the builling of strootures therean

nedudes in the information 1o be omtalosd In the writtem noties of
ntention o sell or leass sabdivided lazd which the swner, his agent,
or subdivider is required % give to the Real Estate Commmissioner, o
trun Mateent thint saoh photegrsph haa boen filod with the Divisen
of Mines and Uoology, If required

Requirm that publie report which commissloner moen to ssbdivider
anthorising sale ur Jase of lots or poesels of subdivider lselade any
information reccived Iy ocoumisioner fram the divison

Votr-Mujpority; Appropristion—Na; Sem Pin—Fese W, & M,
Floosl Comnition —Tem

led to more progress, such as
adoption of the grading and excavation

appendix of the Uniform Building Code (1964),
and professional registration for geologists Iin
California (1969).




Los Angeles Storms of 1969

Percentage of
sites damaged

Los Angeles Storms of 1978

Percentage of
sites damaged

Flrst
Code

i l

pre-1952 lots

Grading Modern Grading
1952 Code 1962

1

1052-1962 lots post 1962 lots
pre-1962 Jots post-1962 lots

Damage Associated with Destructive Storms of 1969
in Hillside Areas of Los Angeles

Sites developed
prior to 1952

Sites developed Sites developed
1952-1962 1863-1969

Number of sites

constructed 10,000
Total damage §3,300,000
Average damage

per site $300
Percentage of

o

sites damaged 1 0 4%

27,000 11,000

$2,767,000 S184,400

$100 S$17
1.3% 0.15%

SOURCE: Slosson, 1969

Slope Failures in City of Los Angeles, 1978

Number of sites
constructed

Number of
failures

Percentage of
sites damaged

Sites developed Sites developed
prior to 1963 after 1963

37,000 30,000
2,790 210
7.5% 0.7%

SOURCE: Slosson and Krohn, 1979

e One of Jim
Slossoft’s greatest
achievements was

lis‘tabulation
comparing the
property damage
caused by the

storms of 1962,
1969, and 1978
with which
grading ordinance
was in effect when
they were
permitted.




andithe Masters,.
program in
Engineering Geology

% Jim always maintained strong ties to the USC
- geology program, especially during the years it
- was chaired by Dick Stone, shown here.
® Through Jim’s influence, in 1972 USC became
the first school in California to offer a master’s
degree in engineering geology.



ﬁjﬁay 1, 1973 Slosson was named Chief
- Deputy State Geologist by Governor Ronald
- Reagan, replacing Gordon Oakeshott.

* He was named State Geologist later that same
year and served for two years, until mid 1975.
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AND SOME
PRINCIPAL FAULTS
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® Jim’s expertise as a teacher-communicator proved
valuable to CDMG, where he was an advocate of these DMG

Notes. He spent considerable energy educating decision
makers in the capitol and encouraging legislation.




| : '—- N = sn'r;;;no OF REGISTRATION FOR T
) GEOLOGISTS AND GEOPHYSICISTS
Cinraaniny ADO & STREET SUITE 4080 SACRAMENTD. CA SS5814
\lairs TELEMORE 9181 48 920
GEOLOGIC GUIDELINES
FOR
EARTHQUAKE
AND/OR
FAULT HAZARD REPORTS
I. Genersl Information

These Board guidel ines describe the scope of work normally done and
suggest a forsat for reports. They do not include complete
listings of technigues or topics, nor should all techniques
described be used or all toplos listed be dealt with in every
project.

These guidelines are Iinformational and are not regulations.
Language used has been carefully gleaned of mandatory requirements.
The guidelines have no force of lav and do not set standards of
practice. To be enforceable the guidelines would have to be
adopted as regulations in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act. On January 23, 1986, the Doard passed the folloving
resolution:

“The Guldelines have been adopted am useful iInformation
docunents, Not having been adopted as regulatioms in
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the
Guidelines are not legally enforceable.*

CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY s
APPENDIX X
CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF COMG 48
MINES AND GEOLOGY NOTE

detrrmening e adoguacy of gaolo@as/ somime Dospasl Ule reports Gl wic prap
10 the Office of Archmecrery snd Conmrsonon, and revewed by the Divinon of Mises um Geology T\u -rvn wnahu " orejurnd
by reguintions of the Caltforsss Adesinntramve Code, Title 17, Ohageer 1, Safery of Conmtraction of Mowpsiah. I1n saditon, COMG

CHECKLISTS FOR THE REVIEW OF GEOLOGIC/SEISMIC REPORTS

T Sellowsng dhtban, “Review of e Goologe Dais” snd “Ravien of the u-m Dota™, ware prepeesd for e purpone of
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REVIEW OF THE GEOLOGIC DATA

Progct Locaton Fae No
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WPPORT DAtA /47!}/j/

Sofoce geolge wWormenon e
™0 (memum soee mep 134 000

Stauriece geoogE  siormaten
od s [detaied geciops Cae- |
- tor

Faulls magEeT wemn or ARSIeN 0
.

Magritume ang searoe o' ol we
vt fmd withe W0=cm madus

Farmihie e smelectes  |ytmaed
—ater ans wal conon

Foramim or st TYETaT e
aveien s

CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF
MINES AND GEOLOGY

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING
THE HAZARD OF SURFACE FAULT RUPTURE

Trase gudel e (D aese oo wro tauns
reizsve 10 ma hazend of grimary -.rm-n ruptes &Mu-m L]
the passage o ™ Alguat P Spensl Sauline Jones Act
(W72, 1t has became sppareot 1het lault " o

The followng annotied Sutlne grovaies guideines 4o 8 com
prebemzive fpt imvestigation that may e sp0led 10 ery project
e e Or amul Faull Inveatigescny My B COn ad I Com
With Sthe! gectechmay resstgarons (see COMG NOtw

duced nCa“om-mm rcovaormmln“
Quste 100 e of mrface feutt
TUpRere. 11 s furthe 499-0!1 thet u-lm Flendurds \or invess
geing faus do ner axist

Tha inveengetion af sites for the pOsstee hazend of sutece feut
Tuptue I8 8 decepively SfRgult gecloge task Many actwe tauns
are comples, ¢ of moitple tresta. Yot the evidence Yo
ARG SCive Uil tracen Ih gty subiie O Obecure Bed
the dauncoen betmeen tecently sctive and longinecsve leun
may e d#fcui 10 meke. Once £ FTUCTLIY 8 BOC 3517106 AN ACtve
(aun W remdting 'euit rupsse hamnd osnot be MINGa Uniete
e W UCie (6 reocased wharses when 8 structse s pacod on
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Ham of 2 woe for the Daaned of mafaos Tl fuptrn s & Sfficlt
#ng deiome procedure

Secause of the compienty 0f Maluding surtece and naw s
Tats Tuutis and bacause of e miindp veriaty of site conditions,
'm-vllw'mdwduhululmulun
ali woes. Nom Cormn methods are more he-
ful San oMers in acating faults aml Swluating the scency of
vty
The evitaton of 8 GIVen SIte Wl reQent 10 the DONNGel Nalsed
Of bertace 't rptsn @ tated ectevely On %9 concepts of
receey, rN ravaeasw of Taulling wong seie Wults im0 g

POV P

X7 onc M) ARhough nOt &1 intvesgetive wchnigaes need 1o be
OF 045 DO @IEITYRI @ VLA & Gvan mom (e Sutiine provides
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As State Geologist he introduced
a series of Guidelines for

Practice, which had enormous
iImpact on raising the standard-

of-care of engineering and

environmental geologists, not
only in California, but nation-
wide.
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_' Jlm S crowning achievement was the establishment of
the California Seismic Safew Commission in 1975, an
outgrowth of the Governor’s Earthquake Council, shown
here in May 1975. Governor Jerry Brown, shown here
with Jim, approved the legislation creatlng the
commission a few months later.




2 fils se images show the first meeting of the Seismic

-~ Sai éty Commission in 1975, with Governor Brown

%T’.aﬁendlng Jim was a charter member, serving from
~1975-78, and again, between 1991-99.

- With his family still living in the San Fernando Valley
and his leave of absence about to expire, Jim resighed
his post as State Geologist and returned to Valley
College in August 1975 and continued teaching part-
time.
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‘s Jim now focused his full-time energies on a new

- consulting firm he named Slosson & Associates, based
in Van Nuys.

® Now 55 years old, he embarked on a career as forensic
expert working with attorneys, peer reviewer for

government agencies and municipalities, and
maintained a stable of mainstream developer clients.
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¢ Dr. Slosson soon established himself as an effective
expert withess, working on most of the high profile
cases In southern California during the next two
decades. These images show Jim with Doug Moran

(left) and Mike Scullin, at the Big Rock Mesa landslide in
1978.



® One of the most controversial advocacy projects Jim
involved himself with was the proposed LNG
terminal near Point Conception, shown here in 1980.
The issue revolved around the mechanics of faulting.




- p amtlff’s experts in the Erin Brockovich case, which

— -

-'1nvoh'led contamination of drlnkmg water by chromium
from a gas pumping station in the Mojave Desert near
Barstow.

® The case settled in 1996 for $333 million, the largest
ever paid In a direct action lawsuit in America until that
time.



e In 1992 Slosson and

_civ'egi: er Gerald™
uifman
collaborated to write

LENISIGENIGINEETING
Environmental Case

Histories for Civil
Engineers and
Geologists, which was
recognized by GSA’s
Burwell Award in
1997.

e It remains one of the
classic texts on

Temperature at

2000 m ~7°C
o Pl forensic engineering,
h”md;a“"lu ik i fetching high prices
R ¢, on Internet trade
o o ¥ sites years after it
Temperature ~20°C Ow

ceased being in print

Ocean



Images from the family album reveal Jim’s outdoor spirit. He always had a
dog or two by his side, even at the office.



# ° Jim was a loyal USC
‘e 8= alumnus his entire

~ life, never without
‘g B > an SC ball cap.
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. %55, - e Jim suffered a near-
=~ S%L - Portland AEG meeting
in October 1997

® He recovered, but
gradually slowed
down the pace of his
consultations,
: enjoying life
"=~ ™ e This view shows him
pondering an outcrop
1R ELES
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‘s Jim and Nancy Slosson were an inseparable team.

The lived together 60 years, worked at the office

together, and they departed this world together. Both
died of congestive heart failure; Nancy on April 27th,
and Jim on April 28, 2007, at age 84. Los Angeles will'\>
never be the same. |




