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QI NCIS Y ESHeRansome, [iwas bom i
SIEBnWIch, England, in December 2 ,_ﬂ_-u’
1S ﬂmm ~e=rmgra@ﬂ'f1$§ggfranu 0

Jears e | R
I EXOTEW, U N Oakland dnd lattended the
Uniw ﬂfﬁi'tlﬁ Callfornla , graduating in geology
in 13°%3,
Eh| EXCON uéd his studies working in Marin

Cotlsl urider Andrew Lawson, receiving his
,,c.E_ D -m 1396

“A Th@t same year, he was hired by the UASH
Geeloglcal Survey-. as one of thelr first four
CiVill Service professionals (the others being
W.C. Mendenhall, G.O. Smith, and A.C.
Spencer).
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ReNso:Net) ESGS
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RFQ S 04M € 0-S . - |Ca Tt 'eler -at-. t h-e., US:GS
and app:ied geoogy ascecsonj the vontinEns's =F - e
ICRHEST Qe DOAIES INTNG diStr N &' SEFIES 0
conealzesye reports bulletins; and folios.
HEWS-011€ of the, founding fathers of the journal
Ef‘Jﬂ'J/W]lC eology In 1905, writing the memorable
article Y2 sIEE ) standlng of Applied Gealogy , O
wim{.k,;o eared [N the:inaugural iIssue.

Salnied d‘nowmg year he authored a seminal article
— i Ed i he.-di.rections . and movem
-'#-:-n oymencl-at ur e faldwed by anlinvited, 0
~ article in National geographic about the causes of
- the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake.

A A noted spokesperson for the geology profession,
he was elected to the . National Academy of
Sciences 1n 1916.
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TR Of 1922 ahsome Tetied fron
JS@S 0 18 €ept aprofessorship in.economic
JEOK 0Qgy'at the, - University-.of Arizoena -, where
iEbecame "dean of the graduate school

R \Vhile: ’f- vmg as-dean he hired, among
fothers, - William Morris Davis  , to teach
:ﬁg s morphology
oy After refusing; to sign a petition against the
~university president who hired him, he left
- Arizonato accepta half -time posmon as
Professaor of Economic Geology - In the new
geology program at the California Institute
of Technology In Pasadena, beginning in the
fall of 1927.
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| BaV8kf & BlirEat of Retiamation he
e 0adilg Ransolie as-agaoadit:
COnSLIEARYY 1Nel Boul‘a*er Caflyon\Zioject
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Ransomeaos
% attention was

-4 split between the

Bur eauos

sites in Boulder

gy and Black

~. Canyons.
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In 1923 Ransome discovered
geologically recent  pothole and rill
structures in a high level channel cut
into the andesites above the proposed
Hoover Dam site, about 900 feet above
the low water surface of the Colorado
River.
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- Once the Black canyon site was chosen, Ransome
returned in 1930 and mapped the site in greater detail,

shown here. The dam was founded on the dam breccia , a
dense reddish unit composed of fragments of monzonitic
porphery; covered by a  latite flow breccia . The deepest

boring extended to a depth of 545 feet below river level.




