CS 317: Computers and the Law a/k/a Intellectual Property for the Computer Scientist

University of Missouri-Rolla/University of Missouri-St. Louis 

Spring 2003
Randy L. Canis, Esq.
TEST 1

Tuesday:  7:00 p.m. -9:40 p.m.
http://www.umr.edu/~canisr/cs317/

Instructions:  The start and end times for this test have been posted on the class website.  There is to be no sharing of answers or discussion of any kind for these test questions with students or other persons during the test.  If you have any questions, please e-mail me directly.  The “short answer” questions should be no than 2-3 sentences long.  You may write as much as needed to adequately and completely answer the “essay questions”. 
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SHORT ANSWER
(20 points total)


1 – What type(s) of intellectual property can protect inventions?

2 – Provide an example of a trademark, the company that owns the trademark, and the goods or services associated with the mark.

3 – Give an example of a person who has a “right of publicity” and explain why he/she has this right.
4 – How many district courts are in the State of Missouri and where are they located?
5 – Where is the federal court of appeals for the State of Missouri located, and what is its circuit number?
6 – What is the time value of money?
7 – What two requirements must you meet to have a copyright in a work?

8 – What is the difference between section 1201 and 1202 of the DMCA?
9 – According to the attorney for the RIAA in the 9th Circuit hearing, what did the designated agent of Napster do?
10 – As discussed in class, what is the most effective way for you to have a law changed?
ESSAY QUESTION #1 – 20 points
Assume that you area lobbyist for a software company that develops, manufactures and sells computers software that enables users to copy DVDs.  
Propose a bill that will amend the Copyright Act to provide for consumer use of this software so that they can utilize it for “fair use” purposes.  
ESSAY QUESTION #2 – 20 points
Back in October 2002, UMR Student Jackie Hacker has developed a web-based computer game involving UMR’s character logo “Joe Miner” where users control Joe over St. Pat’s weekend and try to get him to win various St. Pat’s contests that include drinking games.  Although the game is only intended for Jackie’s close friends, the game becomes a hit on campus by February and the game is copied on other student websites.  

The Grotto advised that Jackie if it had the program exclusively run on its website, it would provide Jackie with $1000 and free beer for the rest of the semester.  Jackie e-mailed all the students and asked they take down his game.  All of the students except for Ima Prude have agreed to remove the game from their websites.  
Jackie seeks to obtain a court order to force Ima Prude to remove the game, attorney’s fees and damages for past infringement.  
Please address the following questions in essay format: 

(a) What could order would Jackie try to obtain?

(b) Can Jackie obtain the desire order?  Explain the legal issue(s) that Jackie may have with obtaining this order.

(c) Can Jackie obtain statutory damages and attorney’s fees?  Explain.

ESSAY QUESTION #3 -20 points
You are a graduate student that works as a paid Research Assistant for the Computer Science department in the field of operating systems.  While working your project at the computer lab at 2 a.m. one night after 5 cans of Mountain Dew, you devise a new filter for removing the hiss from analog signals from a source tape that have digitized to MP3 format.  You make a few pages of notes and return to your home.  Over the weekend, you work at your on campus office to develop the software.
You provide a copy of the filter to your friend at Microsoft; he/she goes bananas and provides a copy to his/her boss.  His boss wants to buy the filter.  Who owns the filter and why?  Analyze the issues relating to the ownership of the filter.
ESSAY QUESTION #4 – 20 points
A new company called RUFTACKIA.com has formed and wishes to offer a downloadable computer software that allows peer-to-peer trading of audio, video, jpegs and txt files via its system.  Before downloading the software, they seek to have users agree not to use the software to commit violations of the copyright act.  

The company has asked you whether their software will run afoul of the Copyright Act and Digital Millennium Act.  Prepare a memo to the CEO Ms. Milfy Jougles explaining whether her software will violate the aforementioned Acts and upsetting the RIAA.  Please include any issues that you are unsure about given the limited facts.
