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OFFICE HOURS:  Officially, 2:00-3:00 PM, Monday through Thursday.  Regardless, you are welcome to drop by my 203 IDE office at any time, or make an appointment by phone, e-mail, or in class.  You are also welcome to call me at home (before 10:00 PM, please).  
GRADING:
Grades are based on the following:

Homework and Short Quizzes
15%

Attendance + on-line lecture notes (when I’m away)
7%

3 Exams @ 18% each
54%

Required Departmental Final
24%
(4th exam info will be on the final exam)
HOMEWORK:  Almost every class period I will collect homework problems (I will tell you the ones to be collected).  Occasionally I will give you a quiz.  A couple of the quiz/homework grades will be dropped. 

HOMEWORK HELPS AVAILABLE ON WEB:  The IDE 150 course web site is located at http://web.umr.edu/~reflori/be150/lessons/indexSpring08.htm.  It has notes, practice problems, homework problem helps, and old exams and quizzes.  The “homework helps” will give you hints, answers, and other helpful information on each problem to save you from long periods of staring at homework wondering how to get started.  Please, DO NOT COPY solutions from the web.  This is unethical and unwise.  Always try the problem yourself first.  Refer to the solution ONLY after you have gotten stuck, and use it only to get unstuck.  Getting stuck (finding out what you don’t know) is an important step in the learning process.  

LECTURE NOTES AND VIDEOS ON WEB:  Also on the course web site will be notes, PowerPoint notes, and videos for most classes.  I recommend that you print the notes prior to class and take notes on the pages.  (The notes are a pdf format of a PowerPoint file.  When you print, go to (print) properties and select 2 pages (or more) per sheet.  Also select grayscale to reduce use of color ink.  
NOTES ON THE WEB LECTURES:  There will be some classes when I will be out of town.  When these occur, I will let you know and make sure that there are on-line notes and PowerPoint slides with accompanying audio lectures.  Instead of attending class on those days, you will be asked to view and listen to the on-line notes/lectures, write a short summary of the key points, and turn in the summary either on paper or by email.  
GRADING SCALE:  Grades will approximately follow the standard 90% A, 80% B, 70% C, 60% D, <60% F scale.  Exams will be prepared and graded to fall in this range.

CRIB SHEETS:  These may be used on hour exams and on the final.  One 8 1/2 by 11 inch sheet of paper, front and back, may be used for formulas, constants, etc.  Do not include example problems.  Turn this in with your test;  it will be returned.

IMPORTANT:  You can learn Dynamics.  My goal is to help you enjoy and master Dynamics.  I ask you to work hard, to always attend class, and to keep up with the homework.  Be early for class;  coming in late is disruptive and disrespectful.
ATTENDANCE:  Most students attend class faithfully, but there are occasionally some who miss a class here or there, and then begin missing more and more classes.  The Interdisciplinary Engineering department has a policy to drop students for excessive absences.  Please, be in class.

