Suez Canal Outline

· Introduction, Purpose

· Background

· 13th Century – Canal dug between both seas through eastern branch of the Nile

· Romans also dug canal, but again neglected and filled up

· 1798 Napoleon thinks of linking seas with a canal, French engineers believed Red Sea 10m higher than Mediterranean, which would cause large scale flooding of the land.

· 1854 – vicory of Egypt Said Pasha decides canal is a good idea and on November 30, 1854, French engineer Ferdinand De-lesseps signs contract to build canal.

· 1858 – The Universal Company of the Maritime Suez Canal formed, owned by French and Egyptian interests, to build the canal.  Ownership of the canal would transfer to Egypt after 99 years.

· 1859, April 25 – Construction begins.  1.5 million Egyptian workers took part, 125,000 lost their lives to disease and accidents.

· Geology
· Construction and opening
· International conflict over use of canal
· Egyptian Foreign Minister, Muhammad Salah al-Din:  “The Arab people will not be embarrassed to declare: We shall not be satisfied except by the final obliteration of Israel from the map of the Middle East”.

· President Nasser in August 1955:  “Egypt has decided to dispatch her heroes, the disciples of Pharaoh and the sons of Islam and they will cleanse the land of Palestine....There will be no peace on Israel's border because we demand vengeance, and vengeance is Israel's death.”

· President Nasser in July 1956:  “I am not solely fighting against Israel itself. My task is to deliver the Arab world from destruction through Israel's intrigue, which has its roots abroad. Our hatred is very strong. There is no sense in talking about peace with Israel. There is not even the smallest place for negotiations.”

· Israeli Ambassador to the UN in October, 1956:  “During the six years during which this belligerency has operated in violation of the Armistice Agreement there have occurred 1,843 cases of armed robbery and theft, 1,339 cases of armed clashes with Egyptian armed forces, 435 cases of incursion from Egyptian controlled territory, 172 cases of sabotage perpetrated by Egyptian military units and fedayeen in Israel. As a result of these actions of Egyptian hostility within Israel, 364 Israelis were wounded and 101 killed. In 1956 alone, as a result of this aspect of Egyptian aggression, 28 Israelis were killed and 127 wounded.”
· Current info
