Background

· Japanese stronghold since the end of WW I 

· Ability to reach Japan with long-range B-29 bombers

· Saipan attacked on 15 June 1944 and captured by mid-August NEXT SLIDE
· Island commanded by COL Takaski Ogata who had 8,350 men 

· 50th Infantry Regiment 

· 56th Naval Guard Force)

· four Army infantry battalions

· 18th Tank company (9 tanks)

· Plan and concentration of troops at Tinian town

· Japanese construction of two airfields at North field and one on west coast

Assault on Tinian Island

· Essentially a short naval invasion from Saipan with LVTs

· Plan of using 2nd Marine Division in diversionary attack at Tinian Town

· 4th Marine Division lands at White 1 and White 2

· Seabee LVT ramps and the low coral cliffs. The Seabees removed steel members from the Japanese sugar mill and built ten ramps mounted on LVTs which they called their "doodlebugs."

· Tinian undergoes 40 days of preliminary naval bombardment

· D-Day July 24, 1944

· Opposition not strong and by first night beachhead 3km wide by 2km deep established

· Japanese counterattack during the night of the 24th lost Ogata over 1200 killed and six tanks

· Marines pushed to east coast to seal off northern third of island and pushed south over several days.

· Ogata’s last stand on southern tip on the 31st as he is killed by machine gun fire.

· Total fight 8 days long with 328 Americans killed and 1,571 wounded.

Seabee Construction and North Field 

· North Field was designed for an entire wing of B-29 Superfortresses, the 313th Bombardment Wing, with hardstands to park 265 B-29s

· 4 parallel runways stretched more than a 1 ½ miles long

· Eleven miles of taxiways.

· North Field as it looked during World War II.  The photo shows only three runways, which dates it sometime earlier than May 1945 when construction of Runway Four was completed.

· Overall “as built” map with B-29 base, fighter base, street structure of Manhattan.

Tinian and the Atomic Bombs

· USS Indianapolis delivered Little Boy

· Enola Gay

Tinian Today

· Bomb pits

· Bomb assembly building

· Japanese structures

· US State Department - International Broadcasting Bureau Transmitting Site on Tinian. This site broadcasts shortwave radio programs to Communist China, Viet Nam, Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Indonesia and other countries for Voice of America, Radio Free Asia and Radio Australia.

