ArcE 203

Architectural Engineering Design I

Assignment I

Gesture Drawing

Assignment

Create sketches, 4 preliminary drawings and 1 final drawing using the gesture drawing techniques presented in class.
Objectives

· To accurately render the still life arrangement in terms of the relative size of the objects, the proportions of the objects, and scale 

· To explore drawing theory as it applies to creating the illusion of 3-dimensional space in a 2-dimensional image area by rendering value transitions with tone 

· To suggest the illusion of volume and dimension with aerial perspective 

· To explore the concept of composition and the elements of a composition 

· To become more familiar with the materials

Vocabulary 

hue


monochromatic
composition

volume

value


analogous

balance

mass

intensity

complementary
order


temperature

warm/cool

tension


principles of art
positive/negative
Materials 

Newsprint






Strathmore drawing paper, 9x12
Graphite Lead:


H, HB, B, 2B
Spray Fixative

Procedure   

 This assignment consists of 4 preliminary drawings on newsprint and 1 final drawing on Strathmore 400 paper. Each preliminary drawing will use a different color approach: (1) achromatic, (2) analogous, (3) complementary and (4) warm vs. cool. The final drawing will be a refined version of your choice of one of the preliminary drawings. Preliminary drawings are to be completed in the following manner:

· Do at least 5 quick mass gesture drawings of different areas of the still life arrangement on 9 x 12 newsprint. From these drawings, select the viewpoint that offers the best composition, positive and negative spaces, and combination of horizontals, verticals, and obliques to use as the subject of your drawings. 

· In the achromatic drawing, using the soft lead pencil, refine this sketch for accuracy of scale, shapes, proportion, and relative placement of the objects using the organizational line drawing technique. The organizational lines should be lightly drawn and should be visible, but not dominant, in the final drawing. 

· Adjust the drawing by blending out inaccuracies and redrawing them with the according to the organizational line corrections as needed. 

· Using the dark value lead, add volume to the shapes by defining the shadow areas. Assess the drawing, and if necessary, "lift" out the lights of the composition with an eraser or chamois. Spray the drawing with fixative. 

· Sign the completed image in the lower right hand corner, at least 1" from any edge and fix with spray fixative. Protect the drawing with a cover sheet of tracing paper. 

 Repeat this procedure, substituting for light: (1) the lighter analogous tone, (2) the warmer of the pair of complements, and (3) the warm end of the warm to cool palette. For dark, substitute (1) the darker analogous tone, (2) the cooler of the pair of complements, and (3) the cool end of the warm to cool palette


Criteria For Evaluation

The completed project includes sketches, the four preliminary drawings and one refined drawing as specified above. You will be graded on concept and execution

Due Date: 
Preliminary drawings due the beginning of the next class for critique. Complete project due as scheduled on your syllabus at the beginning of class.
