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At Missouri S&T, a university best known for its achievements 
in science, engineerng, and technological innovation, creativi-
ty has long found a home in an unexpected place: Southwinds, 
the campus literary and arts magazine. Affiliated with the 
Department of English and Technical Communication (ETC), 
the publication has welcomed poetry, fiction, visual art, and 
photography from students, faculty, staff, alumni, and com-
munity members for nearly fifty years. 

ETC Affiliation and Faculty Support 

Southwinds is published each spring by the recognized stu-
dent organization of the same name, which receives sup-
port from ETC and guidance from faculty advisor Professor 
Mathew Goldberg. A creative writer with a background in 
biomedical and electrical engineering, he encourages students 
to see the magazine as a place where their artistic interests 
can thrive alongside technical work. “I think it plays a really 
important role because it’s the only student publication on 
campus devoted to the arts,” he says. He notes that many S&T 
students who are drawn to scientific and engineering fields 
also read, write, and create art for enjoyment. 

Goldberg’s own path from engineering to creative writing 
allows him to connect with students who balance technical 
and creative identities. He earned a B.S.E. in biomedical and 
electrical engineering before completing a master’s degree in 
creative writing, and he published a collection of short stories 
in 2025. Under his mentorship, Southwinds has remained a 
fully student-led publication, giving students the chance to 
gain confidence, collaborate, review submissions, and design 
the magazine from start to finish. His sustained involvement 
has helped preserve a creative community on a predominantly 
STEM-focused campus. 

Student Leadership and Organizational 
Renewal 
The magazine’s student leadership also plays an essential 
role in shaping each year’s issue. One student who became 
especially active in recent years is Victoria Busse, who joined 
Southwinds after the Rollamo yearbook ceased publication. “I 
actually wanted to join the yearbook,” she recalls, “but it was 
canceled after COVID. Then I had a class with Professor Gold-
berg, who advised Southwinds, and I found my place there.” 
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The final Rollamo volume, documenting the year 2020, was 
distributed in 2021, and the Missouri Miner student newspa-
per published its last library-catalogued issue in November 
2021. With those outlets no longer active, Southwinds became 
the university’s only official student-run publication and the 
primary venue for campus creative expression. 

Busse entered the organization during her undergraduate 
studies and quickly became involved in planning and pro-
duction. She served as president and co-editor during the 
2023–2024 academic year and has remained active in the 
Southwinds student organization since then. Although she 
graduated with a B.S. in English and Technical Communica-
tion in December 2025, she immediately began the M.S. with
nine shared credits already earned through S&T’s Graduate 
Track Pathway. 

 

When she first became involved, membership and submissions 
were lower than in earlier years, and the organization was 
looking for ways to reconnect with potential contributors. She 
and the editorial staff emphasized outreach, especially through 
an expanded online presence. The group created a new Insta-
gram page, updated the website, and posted regular reminders 
about submission opportunities. These efforts strengthened 
engagement and helped the organization rebuild a consistent 
base of contributors. 

Southwinds also made an important change to the magazine’s 
visual format. For the first time, the publication was printed 
entirely in color, a shift from earlier years when issues were of-
ten printed in black and white. “We decided to cut the number 
of copies but print every page in color,” Busse explains. “It let 
us showcase students’ artwork the way it deserved to be seen.” 
The decision reflected a broader commitment to presenting 
students’ creative work with care and attention. 

The organization expanded its presence on campus as well. 
Southwinds held fundraising bake sales and staffed informa-
tional tables at campus events, where students could learn 
about the magazine and upcoming deadlines. The group 
organized what was the publication’s first issue-release party 
in recent memory, bringing together contributors and support-
ers from multiple departments and disciplines. These events 
helped build a sense of community around the magazine and 
highlighted the role of creativity at a university better known 
for engineering and science. 

Busse continues to support the organization as its student 
advisor while pursuing her graduate studies, contributing 
photography and writing and working with new editors as they 
take on leadership roles. The current editor, Rachael Jeffries, 
has been working with her staff on the 2025–2026 issue. The 
deadline for submissions, February 14, has come and gone, 
and the issues should be available in several weeks. 
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